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Pragmatic thinkers, in general, are compelled to answer 

several central questions about our human experiences, 

such as how we can come to know the truth of our ever-

changing world and how we expose false situations, 

which do not allow for further re-evaluation and inquiry. 

Both questions can be brought forward as we caution 

against the misuse of controlling and manipulating po-

wers, i.e., those human behaviors by which our beliefs 

become absolute, statically normative, and untenable, 

regardless of changing conditions and our individual or 

collective creativity and expressiveness. Contemporarily 

people can conveniently access fouled wells of miscon-

strued human resources by positing solipsistic opinions, 

being unresponsible in terms of authority, or relying on 

static proxy laws, all of which can be used in terms of 

modes of control and domination. Pragmatists turn to 

methods of inquiry and analysis to counter vehicles of 

negative power such as biased politics or harmful mass 

media. A pragmatist questions and speculates about 

matters, planning to proceed with beneficial results 

while testing their analysis. So, pragmatists don’t act wi-

thout expectations, and just as being truthful requires an 

active audience, a community of inquirers should verify 

the results of their analysis. Hence, acting as participants 

in democratic processes by devising and employing me-

thods of reasoned consensus disallows totalitarian po-

wer. As well, contemporary philosophical discussions are 

most truthful when one engages many methods, taking 

onboard a plurality of questions or problems. Such con-

sensus building and pluralistic methods are discussed in 

this issue, “Power in Theory and Practice.” 

The Central European Pragmatist Forum’s eleventh 

international conference was held by the Institute of 

Philosophy, University of Prešov, Slovakia, in 2022, and 

being devoted to this topic, many of the essays in this 

issue were presented in some form at that meeting. The 

issue is divided into three sections. 

Section one includes two papers by the conference’s 

keynote speakers, who within have expanded and forma-

lized their lectures. Vincent M. Colapietro marks an ex-

pansion of Dewey’s thinking with respect to previously 

made critiques following “the lead of Michael Eldridge 

.”Emphasizing Dewey’s realism, in terms of pragmatic na-

turalism, as an experiential approach to understanding 

ourselves and our lives, by one’s pragmatic intelligence, 

she can accept the truth of what is wrong with our world 

and the fact that people’s attempts to deal with problems 

are fallible. The turn Colapietro takes is threefold, ontolo-

gical, metaphysical, and ethical; accepting the role of ex-

perts as part of a democratic process, finding it important 

for people to accept an ontological condition of sinfulness 

or injustice, which is humbling, and the meaningfulness of 

the rituals of acknowledgment, gratitude, and commemo-

ration. Foucaultian practices of freedom come into play 

as an aesthetic mode of such a democratic way of life.

Deflating antiquated correspondence theories of 

truth is an integral part of Rorty’s critique of power and 

democratic project, according to Kögler. While critiquing 

Rorty’s relative and somewhat ambivalent answer to a 

need to establish truth, Kögler finds that there are hu-

man resources at hand, mainly that we take on board 

more fully our basic humanity and how to be moral in 

those terms, thereby forming truth as more proactive, 

creative, and aesthetic, i.e., democratic approach. 

Peer reviewed papers make up the second section, 

beginning with Campbell’s discussion of Emerson as a 

pacifist yet activist, albeit a truth-teller. Campbell disclo-

ses how a deep and abiding belief in individual creativity 

is vital to collective social reform, especially in terms of 

power relations. Farinas hopes for a turn towards truth-

fulness as we begin to analyze our felt values in practi-

cal terms. Alain Locke’s axiology forms her approach to 

fighting discrimination and oppression of people who are 

transgender. 
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In tune with a pluralistic spirit, we can move from va-

lue theory to policy-making to improve unjust power re-

lations, satisfying for the time being our quest for truth. 

Kellogg’s application of a pragmatic method of conflict 

resolution deflates authoritative power plays, not merely 

by a conversation that may resolve debates about ulti-

mate truths but cannot always secure change. However, 

Kellogg finds answers by employing a pragmatic method 

by which we can make fair policies and laws to adjust our 

preferences and habits.

Moral progress was always on William James’ mind, 

as for him, such personal and community improvements 

constitute truth. Aesthetic meanings and moral values 

are fore fronted in Marsoobian’s essay, as he explains 

that combatting anti-democratic power narratives means 

allowing and engaging in an “open and honest examina-

tion of a nation’s historical narrative.” In the final essay, 

Skinner defends truth-telling and freedom of speech 

against the deceitfulness of human technologies which 

are fueled by power hungry people. Through concepti-

ons of ‘adaptive truth’ by Peirce and Margolis, as well as 

ideas by Skinner, people can counter totalitarian regimes 

while defending democratic practices.

The Varia section is certainly not anecdotal, as Krü-

ger, Nyírő, and Ottabe open all the discussions to plura-

listic thinking, in terms of interpretations of versions of 

metaphysical, hermeneutic, and aesthetic philosophies. 

Krüger associates pragmatic value theories, which are in-

herent to experience, with how one anticipates actions. 

Nyírő takes seriously hermeneutic aspects of experiences 

in terms of pragmatic naturalism. Finally, Ottabe reflects 

on pragmatic and Dao aesthetics as interpretations and 

analyses of artful ways of life.

Marking the importance of Chris Voparil’s book on 

Richard Rorty’s pragmatic reconstruction, the issue is 

concluded by Emil Višňovský’s insightful review “Recon-

structing Rory, Enhancing Pragmatism.”

The editor would like to thank all the scholars who 

helped with peer reviews. I am also grateful to Alexander 

Kremer and Lubomir Dunaj for their kindness and careful 

oversight. Finally, all the authors deserve my gratitude 

and respect, in that because of their work the issue is in-

sightful, revealing, proactive, and truthful.


